Fourth Episcopal District, CME Church
Continuing Bible Study on the Gospel of Luke

Prepared by:  Bishop Thomas L. Brown, Sr.

October 2010 -  Theme:  Preparing To Be an “Essential Church” : Lessons From John and Jesus
1. Week of October  4 – 8 -  Luke 3:1-9 - This section of Chapter 3 places John’s call and ministry within the reign of some very important people such as governors, kings, and even the high priest.  We will learn this week about how God spoke to John in a wilderness condition.  John’s prophetic ministry was necessary to help others to become receptive to the coming ministry of Jesus. The following are some of the lessons we might learn here:

a.  A wilderness state is often necessary for the church to become essential (relevant) and to hear and receive God’s word.  What might be our wilderness state now? (vs. 1-2)
b. God’s word comes to those who are called and chosen (John) by God and not to those who seem to be the most likely candidates like the names of the rulers Luke called. (vs. 1-2)
c. An “essential church”, following John’s ministry, will witness to those in the surrounding areas.  John preached about “a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins….” (v. 3)  An “essential church” doesn’t just perform baptism as a ritual. It calls people to a life of “repentance” in order that they may receive forgiveness of their sins.  Why is it that some preachers and church people put more emphasis on water baptism, even the way one is baptized, than on the need for the baptized to repent of their sins? 

d. An “essential church” is much like John being a voice “crying out in the wilderness” urging all people to prepare their minds and hearts to receive Jesus Christ.  (vs. 4-6) For God desires all people to be saved, not just the people we like and limit our witness to.  John warned the crowd who came out to hear him to “bear fruits worthy of repentance”. (v. 8)  What are some of the fruits that come with repentance (priorities, commitments, relationships, social justice, etc)?  What kind of fruits might a church bear that repents of its sins before God? Do you see any evidence that some people in our churches believe that their salvation is alright all because of their grandparents, parents, and others who were a great influence in this church? (3:8f)
e. Question – In what other ways is John’s ministry a model for our church?  How might we become a more effective church following the model of John’s ministry?

II.  Week of October  11-15 (Luke 3:10-18) – In this section of Luke Chapter 3, we will explore more of the content and expectations found in John’s preaching. We will learn that an “essential church” hold high standards for its membership.
a. We know that we are an “essential church” when people start seeking answers to their spiritual questions in response to our message and ministry among them. The crowds  asked John – “What then should we do?” (v. 10) 

b. An “essential church” always connects the gospel it preaches and teaches with relationships with others, especially to those who are poor and oppressed. The gospel we preach, teach and live ought to challenge the tax collectors and others in our day to come asking what should they be doing.

c. An “essential church” is “filled with expectation” (v. 15).  It anticipates that God is about to do something among us and therefore we live on our tip-toes of faith expecting great things from God through us. 

d. Why does John distinguish between water baptism and baptism of the Holy Spirit? (v. 16)  What might be the difference and how might we tell?
e. Question :  If an “essential church” experiences God as “Spirit and fire”, what are some of the signs that may be seemed when this is so?  How do we avoid skewing what we believe to fit certain people ‘s sinfulness while ignoring others?

III.  Week of October 18-22 (Luke 3:19-22) – In this section of Luke 3, we are reminded again of the power of evil expressed through people in power .  Yet,  we are assured that righteousness may not seem to prevail at the time, evil has its own inherent self-destruction as was the case with Herod. Finally, we learn something of the power of Jesus’ relationship with His heavenly Father, and the affirmation that takes place. 

a. Luke 3:19-20 records Herod’s arrest of John because John had confronted him about his evil ways.  What had Herod done towards Herodias, and what other things can you find that Herod did that help classify him as evil?  
b. The Christian church and the world is faced with some very difficult and challenging theological and moral issues.  As an “essential church”, what might be our stand on people who because of their power and position prey on others sexually, socially and economically?  What is our stance and how do we respond as Christians to those who claim to be homosexual, and who promote same sex marriage?

c. Luke reports in 3:21 that Jesus was baptized also. Matthew, Mark and Luke’s Gospel report that Jesus was baptized. Each Gospel has a peculiar lesson (s) to teach about this event.  Read Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1”9-13 along with Luke 3:21.  What common or differing themes do you detect between them?  

d. Luke mentions that Jesus was “praying” , the “heaven was opened”, and the Holy Spirit came upon him in “bodily form like a dove”.   We can glean from this account of Jesus’ baptism that an “essential church” will be: 
1. A praying church modeled after Jesus

2. A church were indeed heaven is opened suggesting that “God’s blessings”, “power”, and “mercy” are “about to be unleashed” within its fellowship. 
3. A church that receives signs and confirmations that God claims it and is pleased with its witness in the world. 

e. Question:  In our church, we have a ritual of “confirmation” for new members. As we think about what this passage says God said to Jesus, what might be the purpose and benefits of every member being confirmed and not just joining the church?  

IV.  Week of October 25-29 (Luke 3:23-38) –The closing of Luke Chapter 3 gives us the Genealogy of Jesus.  It invites us to explore and discuss the importance of Jesus’ genealogy and our own as human beings, especially as members of the body of Christ called the Church. 

a. Overview:  Luke’s Gospel is the only one that records Jesus’ age at the time of his baptism. (3:23a)  It was believed that the age of 30 signified that one had reached the stage of maturity. It is tempting to skip over and dismiss Jesus’ genealogy.  But, as tempting as this may be, we urge to hold fast and study this passage. In the Old Testament, there are about 25 genealogies given.  Genealogies tell us something about:  1) one’s ancestry, 2) one’s inherited legacy, 3) one’s lines of relationship as a family, and 4) something about one’s character. Look at the genealogy of Jesus found in Matthew 1:2-16 and compare it with Luke’s.  What similarities and differences do you detect?

b. Matthew's Gospel details Jesus' genealogy back to Abraham emphasizing more of his "royal" heritage whereas Luke goes all the right back to Adam pinpointing more of Jesus' "priestly" ancestry.  
c. Luke, in contrast with Matthew, focuses more on Jesus' humanness and that he transcended his national and racial heritage, thus identifying Jesus with the human race. 

d. The genealogy of Jesus narrated in Luke's Gospel aims to make sure there is a connection between Jesus with God, with Israel, and with all of humanity. 
e. Question:  How might Luke's genealogy of Jesus, especially going back to Adam, suggest how our church may become more essential to others in this generation?  

November, 2010 (Luke Chapter 4) - Theme:  The Temptations and Preaching of Jesus:  Lessons Helpful 

for Making the Church "Essential"

I.  Week of November 1-5, 2010 - Luke 4:13 - This week's study invites us to study Jesus' responses to the Devil's temptations for how we may receive insight and strength for our own lives.  Bottomline, Satan tested Jesus' heart as to whether he really loved God with all his heart, soul and might. (Deu. 6:4-9)  The temptation scene also demonstrates that Jesus was indeed fully human. William Barclay writes that "The temptation story shows us Jesus choosing once and for all the method by which he proposed to win men (women) to god. It shows him rejecting the way of power and glory and accepting the way of suffering and the cross".  The period of forty days mirrors Israel's forty years of being tested in the wilderness (Num. 14:34; Deut. 8:2; Psalm 95:10; Ezek. 4:6).  Jesus was tempted after forty days of self-denial making him vulnerable and susceptible to fall. 
       a.  The first temptation (4:3, 4) reveals Jesus being challenged to perform (exploit or misuse his 
             sonship) at the level of human appetite. Jesus responded by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3f)

       b.  The second temptation (4:5-8) invites Jesus to compromise himself in order to gain power.  In 
             response, Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 6:13f) 
        c.  The third temptation (4:9-12) invited Jesus to put God's promise to the test.  Interestingly, the 
             Devil offers this temptation by using scripture (Ps. 91:11, 12). Again, Jesus failed to fall for the 
             temptation offered by the Devil.

Questions:  1) What similarities and dissimilarities do you see between the temptations narrative in Matthew and that in Luke 4?  2) What might be the reason (s) Matthew and Luke do not tell the story in with the same sequence of temptations?  3) What lessons do you gain from studying Jesus' temptations in the wilderness?  4) What are the three greatest temptations do you face in your life?  5) How might Jesus' temptations and his responses help us be a more "essential church" for these times?
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