Fourth Episcopal District’s Bible Study of Luke Chapter 10 (April, 2011)
Prepared by:  Bishop Thomas L. Brown, Sr.

Overview:   Chapter 10, following Luke 9:51 which it says that “the days drew near for him (Jesus) to be received up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem”,  begins the material addressing Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem.  In contrast to the gospels of Matthew and Mark, Luke records that Jesus sent out seventy or seventy-two depending on which manuscript one might use.  Luke emphasizes that the ministry of Jesus grew into a movement larger than Jesus and the twelve original disciples. How has your church grown beyond its original founders and families? There is much we can learn from this month’s study about being “An Essential Church: Poised for Twenty-First Century Ministry”.
I. First Week in April – Luke 10:1-16 – “When the Saints Go Marching Out” – Jesus invites us to accept to enter a saving relationship with Him. But He doesn’t just save us for ourselves. We are saved and become disciples of Him because we are sent out into the world around us to be a witness for Him. Each of us has an evangelist responsibility of sharing the gospel with others with the intention of winning them to Christ! An “essential church” is one that takes seriously its mission to win the world to Christ, and John Wesley’s motto – “The world is my parish”.   What was the reason for Jesus sending out the seventy? (10:1)
A. (10:1) -Background–What is the significance of the number appointed by Jesus?  Note Exodus 24:1, Numbers 11:16-25 Luke 24:47 or Genesis 10) (In the Hebrew language the number is translated seventy, but in the Greek it is seventy-two)
B. (10:2a) -The Promise of our Evangelism – Jesus informed those whom he appointed that “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few;…” (10:2a) Our problem is not that there are no people needing to saved and brought into the fold of God. Our dilemma is that we do not have enough soldiers who are committed laborers! What does the “harvest” point to? (Read Joel 3:13; Micah 4:11-13 and the parable of the sower in Luke 8:4-8)
C. (10:2b) -Jesus’ Solution to the Labor Problem:  “..therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.” (10:2b) Just as I believe that we become something of our dreams, the same is true of our prayers. The church would have far more than it does it terms of people if the people in church would commit ourselves to pray for the right things – “laborers” for the Lord’s harvest. Perhaps one of the reasons the Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses continue to grow is because they still send their members on mission, door to door sharing their faith while many of us sit at home or in church and wait for folks to show up!
D. (10:3) -The Dangerous Challenge of going out – Jesus honestly warned his disciples “See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves.”(10:3) Notice Isaiah 11::6; 65:25)

E. (10:3) -Team Ministry – Why did Jesus send the seventy out in pairs?  Note the following:  1) The Mosaic Law (Deut. 19:15) required two witnesses for a testimony to be valid. 2) The demands of travel in ancient times were such that traveling in pairs would ensure more safety.  In Acts, Luke records the following pairs (Acts 3:1-12); Paul and Barnabas (11:30; 13:1); Barnabas and Mark (15:19), and Paul and Silas (15:40).
F. (10:4-11) – Instructions for the Journey – What were the traveling rules offered by Jesus? 1) Travel light (v. 4a), 2) Be single minded (10:4b); 3) Bring peace not confusion (10:5, 6), 4) Remember you are the guest and not the host (10:8); 5) Offer your gifts (10:9); 6)Success is never a guarantee. Thus, learn to deal with failure (10:10-12)
G. (10:13-16) – Warnings – What are the implications of Jesus’ warning?Notice: Matthew 10:15, 11:24; Numbers 21:29; Isaiah 10:5; Jeremiah 13:27.
H. Discussion Questions: 1) What is the Holy Spirit saying to you personally, and your church in this passage? 2) What will you do differently in response to the voice of God heard in this passage?
II. Second Week in April – Luke 10:17-24– The Joy and Rewards of Obeying the Lord’s Voice
A. (10:17-19) –1)What is the source of the seventy’s joyful return?  2)  What sense ought we to make of verse 19 where Jesus says the disciples had authority over snakes and scorpions?  Is this metaphorical (figurative, comparative) or literal language? 3) What difference would it make in your and my life (ministry) if we believed that obeying Jesus would infuse us with unusual power of things that we generally give in to or allow to defeat us in life? 
B. (10:20) –Real Joy -What is the real joy that Jesus says we ought to have? Our rejoicing should never be about the powers of our gifts, but in telling of the grace of God’s favor in placing our names in heaven. (Dan. 12:1; Phil. 4:3; Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 20:15)
C. (10:21-22) – When Jesus Gets Happy! Jesus offered prayers of thanksgiving and blessings in response to the joyful obedience and results of the seventy.  Did it ever done on you that Jesus might get happy over our obedience as well as sad over our disobedience?
D. 10:23,24–Jesus blesses the eyewitnesses – It is a great privilege to have been able to see and hear. Jesus blessed the seventy because of their experience of seeing and hearing the power and results of doing what He had ordered them to do. 
E. Discussion Issues and Questions - This week’s lesson invites us to reflect more on the meaning of both our Christology (doctrine of Christ) and discipleship (being followers of Jesus Christ).  Who is the Jesus painted this week’s passage? What does he require and how does He bless those who are obedient?  From this week’s passage, how would you describe a true disciple of Jesus Christ?When you compare the picture of discipleship in this passage with your life and commitment, what is your conclusion?
III. Third Week in April – Luke 10:25-37 –The Signs that we have “eternal life”. Last week’s lesson helped to realize that only Jesus knows the Father. This week helps us to realize how we know that we belong to Jesus and God’s kingdom.
A. 10:25-28 – A Lawyer Test JesusAbout the Requirements for Eternal Life–The lawyer, in that tradition, was an expert on the religious law (Scriptures. In contrast to Matthew and Mark’s Gospels, Luke has the lawyer ask about eternal life versus the greatest commandments. First, inheritance belonged to those who were members of the covenant people. (Read Genesis 12:1-3). Secondly, at this juncture in faith history, inheritance had more to do with eternal l life (“the age to come”) (Read Rom. 8:17; Eph. 1:14; 3:6). 
B. The Lawyer’s Knows His Lesson (10:27) – Quoting Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18, the lawyer is tricks into answering his own question.  The meaning is that God is sovereign (rules) over all our lives.  God is not just interested in our souls and heart.  He demands that our whole self is given to God.

C. Connection Between God, Neighbor and Self–(1 John 4:7-21) The love of God is intertwined with love of neighbor and vice versa as well as love for oneself.  But such love is sequential:  Love of God, love of neighbor, and love of self. 
D. Eternal Life consists of Knowing and Doing (Faith and works) (10:28) – Many people in church know much of Scripture and what is required of us. But, eternal life demands that we both know the Scriptures and practice what we know. 

E. How do I tell who’s my neighbor? (10:29-37) – The lawyer wanted to justify himself before Jesus.  1) The lawyer seeks to trap Jesus by asking “who is my neighbor?”, 2) Which of these characters do I identify with the most? 3) Have you ever put on the clothes of the priest and the Levite?  4) Can we determine when someone is really in need versus offering us a con game? 
F. Discussion Issues – This week’s lesson invites us to struggle with several key issues: 1) What are the biblical teachings on the nature of our salvation?  Many people hold that salvation is merely a matter of believing in Jesus Christ and we are saved. (Romans 10:9-11).  The temptation here is to conclude that how we relate to and treat others really doesn’t matter as long as we confess Jesus Christ with our lips. 2) How does our love for God determine our understanding of who is our neighbor and shape the manner in which we relate to others?  3)  How does our relationship with God help us to know who we are personally and to love ourselves?4) What would be different about my church’s ministry and influence if we truly became a neighbor to others?
IV. 10:38-42 – Tensions Between Doing and Being – The Mary and Martha story invites us to explore how each of their personalities inform us about the nature of our faith relationship in Jesus Christ.  In the story of the “Good Samaritan” we are taught how to love our neighbor. In the Mary and Martha story we receive help in terms of our appreciating the relationship between our devotion or lack thereof to the word of God and our true love of God. 
A. 10:38b – Martha welcomed Jesus into her home.  Is it possible to welcome Jesus into  our homes and churches, but not into our hearts?

B. 10:39 – Mary “sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying.” (10:39) What does Mary model for us as a disciple of Jesus? (reread 10:23-24) Mary acts outside of the box. In that tradition, it was customary for a man to sit and listen to another teach. Women were to busy themselves with the food and other house chores. 

C. 10:40 – Martha’s Distraction–Overwhelmed by her many tasks and frustrated that Mary is not helping her, Martha took her complaint to Jesus. Martha felt abandoned by Mary and wondered if Jesus cared!How much of Martha’s frustration stems from our inner tension between fitting into an old role and the demand of being in relationship with Jesus Christ? How much of your life and church’s witness is distracted and frustrated as a result of being stuck between something old and the call of God to something new? Have you ever felt Martha’ pain at home, at work, at church and in the community?  How often are we guilty of “leaving the word of God” (sitting at Jesus’ feet) as we are distracted by being busy (serving) with that which might not matter as much?
D. 10:41 – How to Keep From Losing Heart – Losing heart is one of the greatest challenges every believer and church must face!  Jesus informed Martha that she had become “worried and distracted by many things”.  Might Martha give us a cue as how we can know when we are focusing on the wrong thing in our efforts to serve our Christ and His church?  How many people do you know in life and church who are spent with worry and weary over distractions of one kind or another?  There are preachers and many in our pews who are fed up because they starve their souls while trying to do service!  What lessons might Martha teach us about how not to “lose heart”?
E. 10:42 – Choosing The“Better Part” – Jesus tells Martha that Mary had chosen the “better part”; that “which will not be taken away from her.” 1) Mary possessed the ability to discern what mattered most at that time. 2) Mary understood that service (action and doing) must be balanced by learning, study and spiritual discipline (prayer, study of Scriptures, listening to good teaching, and dialogue with other believers).  3) Mary understood that the fuel (energy) that undergirds service is found in the amount of time we spend being nurtured by the word and Spirit of God.  There is an old adage, speaking about what makes great lawyers, that says – “Cases are won in chambers” not in the courtroom.  How true is this in terms of our personal and church life?  Our personal and church loses might be directly related to the fact that we spend too little time in the chambers of prayer, meditation and study of God’s word.
F. General Discussion – 1) Do you think that Mary and Martha represent the two sides of good disciples of Jesus? 2) What does Martha’s worry and frustration speak to your life of faith?  3) What of Mary’s model speaks to your commitment as a disciple?  3) What has your experience been like when you have chosen the “better part” versus being distracted with much serving? 3) Having studied these two models of discipleship, how will you be different from now on?
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