May 2011 Bible Study – Luke Chapter 11
Prepared by:
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Overview:  The 11th Chapter of Luke’s Gospel shifts Jesus’ teaching from the emphasis on the commandment to love God and neighbor to instructions about prayer. You may recall that, in Luke’s Gospel, Jesus is reported to be at prayer more than the other Gospels give reference.  This month’s study reveals that fervent and disciplined praying is rooted in the believer’s faith in the goodness and love of God.  In addition, it is helpful to make note that formal prayers, which were used by devout believers, were instituted by the close of the first century. Routinely, devout believers engaged in such prayers at least twice daily. This Chapter may be divided up into units of the Lord’s prayer (vv. 2-4); the parable of the friend who knocks at midnight (vv. 5-8); the confidence that God hears our prayers (vv. 9-13); accusations of deviancy made by enemies of Jesus and his responses (vv. 14-36); and warning against certain Pharisees and Lawyers (vv. 37-54). 

Goal:  It is hopes that each student of Luke’s Chapter 11 will come away more convinced and committed to the power of a disciplined prayer life. Luke demonstrates that the prayer life of Jesus gave him both wisdom and power to withstand all of the opposing forces that came up against him.

I. First Week  – Inviting Master To Teach Us To Pray (Luke 11:1-4)
A. Jesus is asked to teach his disciples to pray because He modeled a powerful prayer life. (11:1) What two places in the Gospels do we find samples of the Lord’s prayer (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:1-4)?  How are these accounts similar? What differences do you find in the accounts and why do you think there are some differences?
B. There are different petitions found in this model prayer in Luke. (vv. 2-4)  Two petitions are directed towards Whom? (v. 2) Three petitions are directed towards what? (vv. 3-4)
C. There was a time in the church when prayer meetings were held regularly. What happened?  What would it take to develop regular prayer meetings in your church? With the modern technology of conference calls, emails and Facebook, might it be possible to hold prayer meetings without gathering every week on the grounds of the church?

D. In verse 2, the petitions are directed towards God’s Sovereignty (dominion, ownership and supremacy). To ask God to “hallow” His name is to request that God’s name be sanctified (establish a distinct from any other name and revered by all).  Since the heart of Jesus’ earthly ministry was about the kingdom of God, the prayer requests that the rule of God become imminent (present) on earth. The three petitions in verses 3-4 are directed towards the universal (our versus my) needs. We need food, but we also need forgiveness for our sins and to forgive others of their sins. The ability to forgive others is tied to our experiences of having been forgiven by God. 
E. How do you interpret the last part of verse 4 where the petition is that we not be led into temptation?  Read James 1:13-14 and Revelation 3:10. Does God tempt or test us? (Genesis 22:1; Exodus 15:25; Deuteronomy 8:2; Hebrews 5:7-8)
F. Summary: This model prayer Luke suggests transforms our relationship with God, ourselves and others. Regular praying changes the one who prays. How has your prayer life shaped who you are and the relationships around you?  One cannot pray for one’s friends, strangers or enemies without being changed in the manner we view and interact towards them.

II. Second Week – The Power of a Persistent Life of Prayer and Faith (Luke 11:5-13)
A. Our previous study convinced us of the importance of the content of our prayers (petitioning God as well as requesting God’s provisions of food and forgiveness), while this week’s study invites us to have faith in the God to whom we pray.
B. One of the persistent issues facing believers is the tendency to “lose heart” in matters of prayer and faith. The Parable of the Knock at Midnight offers us hope that we should not give up or in when it comes to praying. (verses 5-8). 

C. Verse 8b puts the emphasis on “persistence”.  Yet, our assumptions about human beings should never approximate our faith in God. 

D. It may be implied in this narrative that, while God does hear and answer prayer, genuine prayer involves some efforts on our part. Read verses 9-10.  How do you interpret asking, seeking and knocking in this account? Does God give us anything we ask for? (Luke 12:31-32) Is this passage speaks more about God giving the Holy Spirit rather than things? (v. 13)
E. Summary: Fervent and disciplined praying comes as a result of our resolving the issue of the nature of God.  In Alice Walker’s book, The Color Purple, there is the scene where Celie expresses her disappointments to Shug by saying in reference to God – “Anyhow, the God I been praying and writing to is a man. And act just like all the other men I know. Trifling, forgetful and lowdown.”  Sometimes we allow our relationships with others to overly shape our view of and relationship with God. 
III. Third Week – Overcoming The Forces of Evil (Luke 11:14-36)
A. The scene, for Luke, has shifted from a private discussion to a public arena. Jesus is demonstrating the power of his prayer life by the casting out of demons. (11:14) 

B. The responses of the crowd are mixed. Some are “amazed”, others began to make accusations about Jesus charging Jesus of being Beelzebub, and some required signs of him. (11:15-16) Jesus offered three responses to those who were reacting to his power to cast out demons. What were they? (vv.17-20) Why do you think there was opposition to Jesus casting out demons?
C. In order to overcome evil, there must do battle. The images used in this unit, “Beelzebub”, “divided kingdoms”, and the “strong man”all point to the necessity of conflict when dealing with evil. Ex:  Civil Rights Movement in America.  The struggle for freedom in South Africa, Egypt, Lydia, etc. 
D. When Jesus spoke of the return of the evil spirits to a clean house, what might this mean? (11:24-26) Have you ever witnessed anything near this analogy?

E. In Chapter 11:27-28, Jesus sets forth the condition for the blessed life. What is the condition for such?

F. In 11:29-32, Jesus spoke of the “sign of Jonah”.  What might this mean? (Matthew 12:38-42; Mark 8:11-12) What is the believer’s response to the “sign of Jonah”? (11:32)
G. In 11:31, who does Jesus refer when he talks about the Queen of the South? (1 Kings 10:1-13; 2 Chronicles 9:1-12) What are the lessons to learn from the Queen of Sheba?

H. In Chapter 11:33-36, Jesus speaks about the lighting of a lamp and putting it on a lampstand. What is the analogy between lighting a lamp and placing it on a lampstand and the light Jesus gives us? Why do you think Jesus equates light to our eyes?

I. Summary: As did Jesus, every Christian is confronted over and over with evil or with the demonic. This week’s study invites us to look at the ways by which we may overcome the forces of evil in our lives and that are external to us. First, it is only by the power of God’s hand that we can overcome evil (11:20). Second, like a strong man, we must stay on guard against the encroachment of evil (11:21) Third, we must replace evil habits and entertainments with wholesome ones or risk becomes worse than we were before the evil was cast out. (11:24-26) Four, warring off evil or the demonic requires that we not only “hear the word of God”, but “obey it”. (11:28) Five, successful fighting off evil requires that we see the signs of Jonah and the Queen of Sheba taking place in our lives and circumstances and repeated find room to repent. Six, we warn off evil or the demonic by continuing to allow the light of Christ, burning in our hearts, to visibly shine (11:33f)
IV. Week Four – Heeding the Warning Signs (Luke 11:37-54)
A. Religious leadership often gets hung up on exterior appearance versus cleanliness of the heart. (11:37-41) This is equivalent to a dish washer being obsessed with cleaning the outside of a glass and ignoring the inside. Why do you think some people in the church want to focus only on exterior purity and not interior cleanliness?
B. Jesus challenged the Pharisees of practicing a warped religion.  There were those who tithed, but who neglected the causes of social justice and practiced classism by wanting to sit in special seats. (11:42-44; Micah 6:8) They also liked to be praised versus others. What are the possible implications of these warnings on issues of racism, classism, and gender biases? 

C. What is the possible meaning of 11:44?
D.  What are the three warnings that Jesus gave towards the lawyers? (11:45-52)-  1) (11:45-46); 2) (11:47-51; 2 Chronicles 24:20-22); and 3) 11:52; Proverbs 9:1) 
E. Summary:  The assignment for this week is to take the warning offered by Jesus and try to change them into beatitudes (blessings) versus warnings. For example, began with the Pharisees by saying something like – “Blessed are you Pharisees! For you practice....”
After you finish doing this, try to put your name in the blessed statements.
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