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Overview – Our study of Luke 9 is punctuated by the question “Who is Jesus, really?”  It is the question that haunted Herod the tetrarch (9:9).  Luke responds to this question by declaring that Jesus is the “Messiah” (the long-awaited anointed One of God) (9:20) and he is the “Son of Man” (9:35) (the One who was rejected and crucified on a cross for the salvation of the world).  From the times of Jesus’ earthly until now the meaning of Jesus’ identity has often been skewed, warped and tailored to fit what is most comfortable for us.  As a consequence, many in the Christian church have reduced Jesus’ mission on earth and certainly His call for us to be disciples of his to what the German theologian Bonhoeffer calls “cheap grace” (grace on sale) – grace that does not cost us nothing!  This month’s study (of Jesus’ Messiahship and suffering humanity) will confront us with the reality that Jesus calls us to give our total commitment to following him as difficult as that might be to hear and heed.   
I. First Week’s Study – Luke 9:1-27 
A. 9:1-6 – Jesus sends out His disciples with “power and authority” with the task of preaching the “kingdom of God”
B. 9:7-9 – Herod poses the right question about Jesus (Who is this that is being talked about in certain ways).  You will recall that Herod’s question was proceeded by a continuum  of questions by others in Luke’s Gospel:
1. 5:21 – The scribes and Pharisees asked – “Who is this who is speaking blasphemies?”
2. 7:19 – John the Baptist posed this question through his disciples – “Are you the one who is to come?”
3. 7:49 – At the table with Jesus, there were those who asked – “Who is this who even forgives sins?”
4. 8:25 – The disciples got in on the questioning when they asked – “Who then is this that he commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him?”
These questions remind me of what one great teacher suggested is the key to being an “effective” teacher.  An “effective” teacher is one who spends more time posing “good questions” versus giving the “right answers”.  (Jim Collins, How The Mighty Fall…., 1, 2)  The assumption is that if the right questions are asked, others will come up with the appropriate answers. 
C. 9:10-17 – Hint – Jesus’ identity is connected with both what he does and what he calls others to do.  What did the disciples do when they returned to Jesus? (v. 10a) What did Jesus do following their return? (v. 11) What did Jesus do in response to the needs of the 5,000? (vs. 12-17)  What connections might we see between Jesus’ feeding the 5, 000 and that of preaching the Gospel and addressing the needs of the communities around us? What parallels might we see between Jesus’ feeding the 5,000 and God’s feeding of the children of Israel in the wilderness and Elisha’s feeding (2 Kings 4:42-44)
D. 9:18-27 – Jesus posed the question to his disciples about his identity (how others were sizing him up and how they sized him up). 

1. 9:20 – Who did Peter confess Jesus to be?  What does Peter’s answer mean? Was Peter’s answer complete enough? 
2. 9:21 – What announcement did Jesus make in connection with Peter’s confession?  What does Jesus’ announcement say about who he really is?

3. 9:23-25- What requirements does Jesus set forth for those who would follow him? How do these requirements for discipleship connect with who Jesus’s identity is?  What two impulses that humans are prone to that are addressed by Jesus? (9:24-26)

4. How might our answer to the question “Who do you say that I am? Through our daily lives determine what Jesus might say about who we are in the future? (9:26-27)

II. Second Week’s Study – Luke 9:28-36; 37-43a
A. 9:28 – What strikes you about Jesus’ devotion to a rigorous prayer life? (v. 28)
B. 9:29-31 – What might Moses and Elijah’s roles be in relationship to Jesus?

C. 9:32-36 – What might we learn from Peter’s stumbling on the mountain and God’s claim in verse 35? Do you see any reflections of yourself in the shadows of Peter’s words to Jesus?  Since Jesus is who God says he is, what is God’s command to us in relationship to Jesus? (v. 35b)

D. 9:37-43a – On the mountaintop, God affirmed Jesus’ identity. Now the question is what Jesus will do given that the disciples’ ministry is impotent. (v. 40) What evidences might we have of our impotence when it comes to ministry to others who are victims of life’s troubles and human sin?
1. What is the source of Jesus’ anger towards the disciples? (v. 41) 

2. Jesus was rather harsh of that generation (7:31; 11:29-32, 50-51; 16:8; 17:25; 21:32). So was Moses of his generation (Deut. 32:4-6)

3. Notice the often repeated pattern of Jesus in response to challenging situations.  a) He always took what was given to him; b) he blessed whatever was given to him, and c) gave it back better than it (he) was when given to him. (5:12-14; 5:17-26; 6:6-11; 6:38; 7:15; 9:16; 9:42)
4. What was the crowd’s response when they saw what Jesus did? (v. 43)
III. Third Week’s Study – Luke 9:43b-45; 46-48; 49-50

A. 9:43a-45 - Jesus, for a second time, announced that he was on his way to the cross to be crucified.  In the midst of the crowd’s praising of God, Jesus burst their balloons with the disturbing and unwelcomed news.  Why did the disciples not get what Jesus was saying? (v. 45) Why were the disciples afraid to ask Jesus about what he meant? (v. 45) Is this the issue among many churchgoers? They really do not want many answers from the Lord for fear of what might be revealed!  Might this be some of the reasons why many of us do not read and search the Holy Scriptures and are absent from the settings where real teaching is going on?
B. 9:46-48 – “The beat goes on” – The disciples are experiencing great difficulty understanding the true nature of Jesus’ mission on earth.  Presupposing that Jesus is out to establish an earthly kingdom, they are determined to make sure that they do not miss out.  The quarreling over who was the greatest reminds us that many in the church believe that Jesus is available to help them attain their goals, aims and ambitions. What does this passage say about the true nature of discipleship? What sense do you make of the exhibit of the “little child”? (v. 47) 
C. 9:49-50 – The disciples continue to be bent on position and prestige.  Are the disciples jealous and envious of others powerful witness in casting out demons? How might we see this dynamic going on in our time? Who are the legitimate disciples (churches) in our day?  

D. The disciples’ effort to stop others from casting out demons is a longstanding issue among God’s people. Who really has the authority to act in the Lord’s name?  There are various biblical examples of this problem (Num. 11:24-30; Acts 8:14-24; 19:13-16; Philippians 1:15-18; 1 Cor. 3:5-11). 

E. What is Jesus’ response and the implications for how we respond to persons whom we do not think are authorized to act in Jesus’ name? (v. 50)
IV. Fourth Week’s Study – Luke 9:51-56; 57-62
A. 9:51 – Jesus “set his face to go to Jerusalem” is a telling word about both the connection between his identity and his mission. There is a clue here about how we go about determining who we see ourselves to be as Christians and the actions or commitments we make. 
B. 9:53 – Jesus’ disciples were not received because “his face was set toward Jerusalem.”  There is something repulsive about our coming to grip with Jesus being set to go to the cross. The implication is that if Jesus had to go to the cross, there must be one waiting for me also.
C. 9:54-55 – Why did the disciples ask Jesus to consider taking up violence in response to the rejection they had received? Were they insulted? Was it because they knew they were right? Did Jesus go along with them? (9:56) How often do we seek to achieve our ends in the church via a manner that is not Christian because we do not fully grasp who we are in Jesus Christ? You may recall that Elijah asked for the same privilege in response to the officer sent to him by the king of Samaria (2 Kings 1:10, 12)  
D. 9:56-62 – There are those who impulsively choose to volunteer to become followers of Jesus. Our passage speaks to such unfounded desires.  What is the position of the first would-be disciple? (9:57) What is the offer from the second would-be disciple? (9:60) What was the bargain of the third would-be disciples? (9:61) 
E. There are certain inherent dangers found among those who are too eager to be aspiring disciples of Jesus.  Faithfulness for Jesus entailed his laying down his life. So any serious disciple (follower of Jesus) is called to give unconditional commitment to the work of God revealed in Jesus. What experiences have you both personally and otherwise of rushing into a commitment without counting the cost?  
F. What does Jesus mean by the admonition – “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God?” (9:62) Is he speaking just to preachers?  What are the implications of his words for those who sing in the choir, usher, serve on boards, teach the Bible, attend worship, or even commit to a sacrificial denial during the Lenten season?
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